YOUR CHAMBER, YOUR VOICE MAGAZINE
GUIDE FOR SUBMITTING ARTICLES
Our guidelines are here to assist you
to ensure that articles submitted have
the best chance of publication in the
magazine.

• All articles to be submitted within a
Word document and not in the body
of the email. Please use Arial or Calibri
as the chosen font.

• Articles received should reflect
something newsworthy and should
not be an advert for your business.
Examples may include receiving an
award, an anniversary, welcoming
new staff, forming a new partnership
or any other success story.

• Word Count – no more than 450

• Images must be high resolution
(300dpi), they must be relevant to
the article and you do have the option
of including a caption. If your image
is not acceptable in size, resolution or
content, we reserve the right to not
include it with your editorial.

• We welcome regular contributors
focusing on a topical business theme.
Examples may include HR, Business,
Commercial Property, Accountancy or
Law

• All articles must have a headline and
can include your website address at
the end of the article.

• Press releases submitted may be
edited if they are longer than the
word count
• Submissions must be clear to read
and be written in the third person

• Due to the volume of press releases
received, no guarantee of inclusion in
the printed magazine can be made
• The editor’s decision is final

EDITORIAL DEADLINES
If you would like to submit an editorial, please email us at:
magazine@shropshire-chamber.co.uk

COPY DEADLINE DATES
• Friday January 14
• Friday March 18
• Friday May 13
• Friday July 15
• Friday September 16
• Friday November 11

PUBLICATION DATES
• Friday February 11
• Friday April 15
• Friday June 10
• Friday August 12
• Friday October 14
• Friday December 9

YOUR CHAMBER, YOUR VOICE MAGAZINE
Your Chamber, Your Voice is our bi-monthly members publication which is
circulated to all Chamber members and the wider business community.
Published 6 times a year and distributed to key locations within Shropshire.

LEAFLET INSERTS
Our Leaflet Insert Service enables you to have your own printed leaflets
distributed inside the Your Chamber, Your Voice Magazine.
This is the perfect platform to get information about your products and
services directly to our members.
We require 750 leaflets¹ for insertion and prices start from 20p per insert².
We allow a maximum of 6 leaflet inserts per edition. If you would like to book a
leaflet insert, please email us at: magazine@shropshire-chamber.co.uk

DEADLINE DATES 		
MAILING DATES
• Monday January 31 		 • Friday February 11
• Monday April 4
• Friday April 15
• Monday May 30
• Friday June 10
• Monday August 1
• Friday August 12
• Monday October 3		 • Friday October 14
• Monday November 28
• Friday December 9
¹ Subject to change ² Price dependent on gsm

YOUR CHAMBER
YOUR VOICE
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021

CHAMBER NEWS

Up, up and away
for a new patron

YOUR CHAMBER, YOUR VOICE

CHAMBER EXPO
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Charlotte Hollins of Fordhall Farm spoke at the breakfast meeting

The Expo, held at Shrewsbury Town Football Club’s stadium, was a sellout event

Chamber Expo is
a sellout success

S

hropshire Chamber of
Commerce’s autumn
expo proved to be
one of its busiest and most
successful ever.

Celebrating the new partnership
are, from left, Matt Jones, Rachel
Owen, Richard Sheehan, Maria
Wilkinson, and Mia Carter

S

hropshire Chamber of
Commerce has welcomed
high-flying business Virgin
Balloon Flights as its latest Patron.

The company was launched back in 1994
in the wake of ‘ballooning mania’ following
Sir Richard Branson’s record-breaking flights
across the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
The world’s largest and the UK’s only
national passenger balloon rides operator, the
Telford-based company has now taken life
higher for more than a million passengers.
Passenger hot air ballooning was
grounded due to Covid-19 in 2020, but Virgin
Balloon Flights has seen business rapidly take
off once again since its balloons returned to
the UK skies in May.
Matt Jones, managing director of Virgin
Balloon Flights, said: “We are honoured
and delighted to have been invited to join
Shropshire Chamber as a Patron.
“Virgin Balloon Flights first launched
back in 1994 and over the past 27 years
have become the biggest and best-known
passenger hot air balloon rides operator in the
world.
“Our iconic big red balloons are a regular
sight over Shropshire and across the country,
where we have more than 100 launch sites
over England, Wales and Scotland.

Mia Carter, Shropshire chamber of
“Take Life Higher is not only our motto, it
Commerce’s director of membership, said:
is our company’s ‘purpose’, with everything
“Being a Patron of Shropshire Chamber
we do aimed at bringing that pure joy and
is a mark of excellence and integrity, and
encouraging people to make the most of
demonstrates a firm commitment to the
every moment.”
Chamber, the wider business community
Maria Wilkinson, head of marketing
and the success of Shropshire’s economy as
for Virgin Balloon Flights, added: “Virgin
a whole.
Balloon Flights is a national company and an
“Patrons understand and engage
internationally recognised ballooning
Virgin
with one another and aim to
brand but the heart of our
identify opportunities, trade
company is and always has been
Balloon Flights
with and obtain introductions
right here in Shropshire.
first launched back in for and each other wherever
“We have had offices
right here in Stafford
1994 and over the past 27 possible.
“The objective is to
Park since the beginning.
years have become the
generate ideas, enthusiasm
We’re thrilled to have
become a Patron and look
biggest and best-known and dynamic business
opportunities and to feed
forward to working closely
passenger hot air
this back through Shropshire
with Shropshire Business
Chamber, fellow patrons
balloon rides operator Chamber and onwards to the
county’s businesses as a whole.
and members to promote the
in
the
world
“Through their attendance
amazing business opportunities
as Patrons at appropriate events,
our county offers.
networking forums and business expos, they
“We’re seeing such an amazing
demonstrate their belief in the programme
enthusiasm among our passengers to take to
and through on-going membership
the skies with us this year, with a real ‘let’s get
they commit to maintaining the highest
living again’ ethos after 18-months of Covid
standards.”
restrictions.
More information about Shropshire
“It really is fantastic to see and has been
Chamber’s Patron programme can be found
a real boost to all our pilots, who are over the
at www.shropshire-chamber.co.uk/about-us/
moon to be back in the air again after so long
shropshire-chamber-patron-programme.
grounded.”
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The sell-out event at Shrewsbury
Town Football Club’s stadium was an
opportunity to network and connect
with around 40 exhibitors including
professional services, education and
training, printing, media, and more.
Charlotte Hollins of Fordhall
Farm in Market Drayton was guest
speaker at the breakfast meeting, and
explained how her family saved their
business by turning it into England’s
first community-owned farm.
Three seminars were also
delivered during the event - how to
look after yourself and your team in a
time of 24/7 connection and hybridworking by Stephanie Henson from
Six Ticks, an employment update
from Aaron & Partners, and ‘eight tips
to business-to-business marketing’
from Jon Hepburn of The Fedora
Consultancy.
Kelly Roberts, Shropshire
Chamber’s events manager, said: “The
event was a great success - a fantastic
way to welcome back our members
after all the restrictions of the past 18
months.
“The expo stands sold out very
quickly, and Charlotte gave an
inspirational talk to our breakfast
meeting beforehand.
“There was such a great buzz at
the venue throughout the day, and
you could feel that businesses were
relishing the chance to get back on
the networking circuit once again.
“We want to say a big thank-you
to our exhibitors, seminar presenters
and all the attendees.”

Carl Jones from Shropshire Business and SBLTV with Shropshire Chamber of Commerce
CEO Richard Sheehan are happy to be meeting in person again, at the successful Expo
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