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UNDERSTANDING QUALIFICATIONS OLD AND NEW 
Over the years mainstream qualification grades have changed many times. The Table below 

may help to decipher qualification, especially from older applicants to ensure good candidates 

are not excluded due to a lack of understanding of grades. 

This is a rough guide, and all are not totally comparable. During the O and A level era students 

often took less subjects but covered more depth.  

 

 
 

  

O-Level CSE

England from 2017
Wales from 1994, 

England - 1994-2019
1988-1993 1975-1987

9-1 Grades brought in 

subject by subject 2017-

2019 England

A*-G Grades as used in 

Wales since 1994 and in 

England 1994-2019

Pre 1975 each exam 

board has its own 

grading system
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Please note these are only approximations, as they are not exactly like for like.
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